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FACT SHEET  

PLANET EARTH AND BEYOND 

Development of astronomy: Early indigenous knowledge [Different calendars] 

FIRST EGYPTIAN CALENDAR 

 Had a year of 365 days; 12 months of 30 days each; 5 extra days at the end of the 

year. 

 The months were divided into three weeks (decans) of ten days each. 

 The months were not referred to by individual names, but they were numbered within the 

three seasons.  

FIRST GREEK CALENDAR 

 It had the most confusing calendar system. 

 Certain basic similarities were shared from one state to another state, but each city-state 

kept its own version.  

 It had a lunisolar calendar with twelve months and a periodic intercalation of a 

thirteenth month. 

 The different states’ names of their months and the times of the beginning the year differed, 

but it had 12 cycles of phases of the moon, 354 days, and in the solar year 365 days.  

 At the end of the eighth solar year, three extra months were intercalated. 

FIRST BABYLONIAN CALENDAR 

 A lunisolar calendar with years consisting of 12 lunar months. 

 The year begins in spring. 

 Babylonians celebrated every seventh day [counting from the new moon] as a "holy-day", 

also called an "evil-day" [not suited for activities that are prohibited]. Officials were 

prohibited from different activities and common men were forbidden to "make a wish “. 

 The lunation of 29 / 30 days had three seven-day weeks and the final week had 8 / 9 

days. 

FIRST NOMADIC CALENDAR 

 Jalali calendar [solar calendar used in Persia; it gains one day in every 128 years; adopted 

on 15 March 1079; Month computations were based on solar transits through the zodiac; 

each of the 12 months was between 29 to 32 days; 8 leap days in every cycle of 33 

years. 

  Berber calendar [used by North Africans;  considered an ill-adapted a lunar 

calendar because it did not relate to the seasonal cycles; Yennayer [1st  day of the 

agrarian year; Yan means 1/ first and Ayour means month]; on 1 January – national 

celebration; prepare special meals by using the meat of the sacrificed animal; ; exchange 

prosperity wishes [small boys’ first haircut;  marriage under the good omen of 

Yennayer; agricultural initiation rites  [children are sent to the farm to pick vegetables 

and fruit for themselves]. 
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