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WORKSHEET A – MEMORANDUM  

Investigation: Purifying water in a still   

For this investigation you will need: 

 clean, dry small container, e.g. yoghurt cup 

 muddy water 

 big, deep cooking pot 

 ruler 

 1 marble or a clean stone 

 plastic cling wrap 

Method 

1. Pour the muddy water into the big pot until it is about 5 cm deep. 

2. Place the smaller container inside the bigger pot. 

3. Cover the bigger pot with plastic cling wrap. 

4. Place the marble or small stone in the middle of the plastic wrap, so that it is 

above the small container inside the pot. 

5. Leave the still out in the sun for a day. 

6. Study what happens with the still after being out in the sun for a day or more. 

7. Record your observations about this investigation in the table below. 

What question did you 
want to answer? 

Is it possible to purify dirty water using still? 
 

What equipment did you 
use? 

I used the following equipment:  

 clean, dry small container, e.g. yoghurt cup 

 muddy water 

 big, deep cooking pot 

 ruler 

 1 marble or a clean stone 

 plastic cling wrap 
 

What method did you 
use? What did you do? 

I poured the muddy water into the big pot until it was about 5 cm deep. 
I placed the smaller yogurt container inside the bigger pot. 
I covered the bigger pot with plastic cling wrap. 
I then placed a small stone in the middle of the cling wrap, so that it lay 
above the small container inside the pot. 
I left the still out in the sun for a day. 
I observed what happened to the water in the big pot and in the yoghurt 
container. 
I recorded my observations about this investigation. 
 
 
 

What prediction did you I predicted that the water in the big pot would evaporate. 
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have? This water vapour would get trapped by the cling wrap that covered the 
pot and condense back into liquid water.  
I thought that the liquid water would run down to the centre of the cling 
wrap and into the yogurt container, because of the dent caused by the 
stone placed in the centre of the cling wrap.   
I predicted that the water in the yoghurt container would be clean water. 
 

What was the result of 
your experiment? What 
happened and why? 

The result was a bit messy. 
The water evaporated in the hot sun. 
The water condensed on the cling wrap. 
The water dripped down the centre of the cling wrap and into the yoghurt 
container. 
The water in the yoghurt container was fairly clean. 
Not all the water in the cooking pot evaporated. 
Some of the water that evaporated, ran down the sides of the cooking pot 
and not into my yogurt container. 
I was unable to collect as much water as I hoped to get.  
There was 1 cm of water in my yoghurt container at the end of the 
investigation. 

 

 

 


