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QUIZ 2 - MEMORANDUM  

Requirements for Sustaining Life 

1. Make use of the given table to classify the factors listed either as “living” or 

“non-living”.  Make a √ mark in the appropriate column to indicate your 

answer. 

Factor Living Non-living 

sunlight  √ 

spider √  

wind  √ 

heat  √ 

rock  √ 

soil  √ 

moth √  

smoke  √ 

amoebae √  

fire  √ 

(10 x ½ = 5) 

2. Name the 5 factors that organisms need to survive. 

 Energy 

 Gases 

 Water 

 Soil 

 Favourable temperature 
(5) 

3. Give a reason why carbon dioxide is important for living organisms. 

 

Humans get rid of carbon dioxide by breathing it into the air. 

During photosynthesis, plants take up carbon dioxide and release oxygen. 

(1) 

4. All animals depend on plants for food, either directly or indirectly.  Which of 

the following types of animals rely on plants indirectly: 

 

A herbivores 

B carnivores 

C omnivores 

(1) 

5. The biosphere receives solar energy from the sun.  How do  plants make use 

of this energy? 

 Absorb energy and use it during photosynthesis to make food. 
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(1) 

 

6.  Carbon dioxide is the waste product of which life process? 

 respiration 

(1) 

7. How do plants supply oxygen to humans and animals? 

 Plants take in carbon dioxide and release oxygen. 

(1) 

 

8. What type of gas is used by organisms to make protein? 

 Nitrogen 

(1) 

 

9. Why is protein important  for our bodies? 

 Our bodies need protein to develop muscles, brain tissue, hair and skin. 

(1) 

 

10. Living things need a favourable temperature range in which to live.  Explain 

what the climate is like in the dessert and what precautionary measures you 

should take if you had to survive in the dessert. 

  

 (Note to teacher:  any reasonable answers would be acceptable). 

 The temperature is very hot and dry. 

 Wear scarf around face to protect from sand and wind. 

 Cover entire body with clothing to avoid sunburn. 

 Have sufficient water. 

 Travel at night when it is cooler. 

(2) 

 

11. Living things are adapted to the environment in which they live.  Explain how 

the following animals have adapted to their environment through the years: 

  

 Note:  any suitable answer should be accepted. 

 

Bird:  wings to fly 

Cactus plant: fleshy stem in which to store water in dry climate 

(2 x ½ = 1) 

 

 (TOTAL 20) 


