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QUIZ 1 – MEMORANDUM 

The Concept of the Biosphere 

1. Fill in the missing words: 

1.1. The biosphere is a group of spheres (or layers) where life exists on Earth. 

(1) 

1.2. The biosphere contains living organisms.  When these organisms die, they 

become dead organic matter. 

(1) 

1.3. The biosphere is made up of the atmosphere, the hydrosphere and the 

lithosphere. 

(2) 

2. Select the correct answer from the options given.  Indicate your answer by 

encircling the letter next to the statement of your choice. 

2.1. The lithosphere is made up of: 

A all the water on the earth 

B a layer of gases 

C soil and rocks 

D clouds 

 

2.2. The following living things are not found in the hydrosphere: 

A algae 

B seaweed 

C fish 

D seagulls 

 

2.3. Animals that spend their time in the earth’s atmosphere include: 

A birds and dolphins 

B birds and bees 

C spiders and eagles 

D. birds and sharks 

 

2.4. The following acronym helps us to remember the 7 life processes: 

 

A MR GRENS 

B MRS GREEN 
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C MRS GLEN 

D MRS GREN 

 

2.5. Excretion means: 

 

A the process in which energy is released from glucose 

B detecting changes in the surrounding area 

C getting rid of waste products produced during other processes 

D the ability to change position 

(5) 

2. Identify the three kinds of living things that are found in the biosphere. 

animals 

plants 

micro-organisms 

(3) 

3. Indicate whether the statements are true or false: 

3.1. Micro-organisms are living things that can be observed with the naked eye. 

False 

 

3.2. Aquatic means “living in water”. 

 True 

 

3.3. Dead vegetation does not form part of the biosphere. 

 False 

(3) 

4. Select any 2 spheres in the biosphere (there are 3 in total).  Next to each one 

write the names of 4 living things found in that sphere. 

 

(Teacher to use discretion;  answers given here is a guideline) 

Lithosphere any plants that grow on land, animals  that move on land 
(small and large – spiders, ants, elephants, buck, ostrich), 
protozoa in the soil, etc. 

Hydrosphere any water plants:  algae, seaweed; fish, dolphins, whales, 
amoebae, plankton, octopus, seahorse, etc. 

Atmosphere Flying insects, e.g. bees, birds, eagles, pigeons, butterflies, 
airborne bacteria, etc. 

 

(10) 

 

 

(TOTAL 25) 


