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FACT SHEET 1 

Planet Earth 

Carefully read the information below and then complete Worksheet B. 

The Solar System 

 We live on Planet Earth.  

 We have 8 planets in our Solar System: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, 

Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. 

 The four planets closest to the Sun are called the inner planets and they are 

mostly made up of rock. 

 The four planets furthest away from the Sun are called the outer planets and 
they are mostly made up of gas. 

 

 

The Sun 

 The sun is a star. 

 It is the largest object in our solar system. 

 The sun is VERY hot. 

 All the planets revolve around the sun. 

 The sun has dark spots called sunspots. 

 

Planet Earth 

 Planet Earth is the third planet from the Sun. 

 Earth is round and shaped like a sphere (a ball). 

 A thin layer of air, called the atmosphere, surrounds the Earth 

 The word “Earth” means soil / ground. 

 Earth is almost 5 billion years old. 

 The only planet to have water in all three phases: solid (ice), liquid (water) and 

gas (clouds) 
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 70% of Earth is just water. 

 Earth is the only known planet to support life. 

 

How planet Earth moves 

The Earth moves in two ways: 

 

1) Around the sun 

o The Earth moves in an orbit around the Sun. 

o An orbit is a pathway. 

o Oval shape. 

o 365
 

 
 days (or 1 year) to complete one orbit. 

 

   

2) Around its own axis 

 

o The Earth spins on its axis. 

o The axis is an imaginary line. 

o The axis does not move.  

o The line is tilted at an angle. 

o When the Earth has made a full turn, we call it a rotation. 

o It takes 24 hours for the Earth to make a full rotation. 

o The parts of the Earth that face the Sun will experience day time. 

o The parts of the Earth that do not face the Sun will experience night time. 

 

 


