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WORKSHEET A - MEMORANDUM 

Planet Earth 

MOVEMENT OF THE EARTH 

Look at the pictures: 

Picture A 
 

 
 

Picture B 
 

 
 

 

Planet Earth moves in two ways.              [10 marks] 

1. Picture A shows us that the Earth turns  on its own axis.  

2. The axis of the Earth is an imaginary  line.  The axis is tilted at an angle and 

does not move when the Earth moves. 

3. A full turn is called a rotation.   It takes 24 hours for the Earth to complete a 

full rotation.  
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Picture B shows us that the Earth also moves around the sun. 

The Earth moves in an orbit  or pathway. The shape of the pathway is not a circle, 

but an oval. The earth takes about  364
 

 
  days or one year to complete one orbit 

around the sun.  

DAY AND NIGHT 

Study the following diagram:  

 

What do we see in this picture?             [10 marks] 

4. I see Planet  Earth. 

5. The “stick” is called the axis of the Earth. 

6. The one half of the Earth is having day time. This is because the sun’s rays 

hit only one half of the Earth.  The other half is in a shadow.   

7. The other half of the Earth is having night time. This is because the sun’s 

rays do not get to this half right now.  

8. Can you see where the continent Africa is? Colour it green. 
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9. Draw a small red circle on the globe to show where South Africa might be.  

10. Is it day or night in South Africa?  day time 

11. Draw a small blue circle on any other African country. Is it day or night there? 

Answers may vary. 

12. Draw a black cross on any country that is experiencing night time. 

Any country in the shaded part of the globe. 

 


